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We are so pleased to have you and your family involved in the program! We look forward
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STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

Gallatin County, Montana

903 North Black Avenue, Bozeman, MT 59715
Phone: (406) 582-3280
E-mail: gallatindh@montana.edu
Office Hours: Mon- Fri 8 AM - 5 PM

Closed for Federal Holidays
Website: https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hyouth.html
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4-H Agent - Molly Yurdana
4-H Assistant - Colyn Wiening
Administrative Assistant - Kari Ballenger

4-H Motto
“To Make the Best Better”

4-H Colors
Green and White

4-H Mission
“In 4-H we believe in the power of young people. We see that every child has
valuable strength and real influence to improve the world around us.”

4-H Values
Diversity, Inclusion, and Positive Youth Development
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How We Communicate in Gallatin County 4-H

E-mails: Will come from gallatin4dh@montana.edu

Newsletter
e Has ALL important dates for events and deadlines and information regarding changes and
opportunities, as well as club and project updates.
e E-mailed out to enrolled members at the beginning of each month.
e Also available online at https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnewsletters.html
Website
o Visit Forms: https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hforms.html
o "Youth" drop-down menu
= |mportant forms (like record books), financial request forms, scholarship and award
applications, county, and financial record books
o "Volunteer Resources" drop-down menu:
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hresources.html
= Learn about volunteering, and find volunteer/parent/guardian resources and forms.
o "Events" drop-down menu
» Has County and Statewide opportunities and event information
Social Media
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GallatinCounty4H E h ] E
Band App: Search "Gallatin County 4-H" or scan the QR code/-b’-s -
ZSuite - ZSuite is not technically social media, but events and event
registration are posted in the Announcement section E



Gallatin 4-H Enrollment Quick Guide

e Attend 4-H Family Info Night and/or New 4-H Family Orientation Night, mid-October.

¢ Enroll in Gallatin County 4-H online at https://4h.zsuite.org beginning on October 1st
o Create a new Household Profile (keep record of the email, password and pin # you use).
o Add each 4-H youth member to the profile, fill in member/parent information on the
Personal Info tab, complete and sign the Waivers tab, and select clubs and projects on
the Clubs tab.
o You MUST click SUBMIT CHANGES and/or SAVE at the bottom of each of those tabs
before progressing to the next page.

e Select your 4-H Club and Projects utilizing the 2025-2026 Gallatin County 4-H Project &
Club Guides (https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnew.html) and the Clover
Montana 4-H Project Selection Guide (4-H Clover 2024-2026 WEB.pdf).

e Pay 4-H Enrollment Fees
o Pay online with a credit/debit card through Stripe in ZSuite at the end of enrollment
submission.
OR
o Pay by check or cash at the Gallatin County Extension office
= Make checks payable to Gallatin County 4-H and drop off or mail to 903 N. Black
Ave, Bozeman, MT 59715
¢ Pick up all Project Curriculum books and Record Book materials at the Gallatin County
Extension Office (903 N. Black Ave, Bozeman) as soon as possible after paying enrollment
fees.

¢ Read the monthly Gallatin County 4-H Newsletter for Project & Club updates:
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnewsletters.html.

o Watch for emails with updates, the monthly newsletter, and more information via email
from gallatindh@montana.edu. Project/Club Leaders will also communicate via email
from various email addresses (Be sure to check your spam/junk folders -sometimes the
emails end up there if you have high privacy settings).

o Join Gallatin County 4-H on the Band App to stay informed.

¢ GetInvolved! 4-H is a nonprofit, volunteer-run, experiential learning youth program. We rely
on families to help with fundraising efforts and expect them to show up to
meetings/workshops and actively participate.


https://4h.zsuite.org/
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnew.html
https://www.montana.edu/extension/pubs-linked-in-store/4-H_Clover_2024-2026_WEB.pdf
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnewsletters.html

Getting Involved with Gallatin County 4-H

4-H age is always calculated as of October 1 of the current 4-H year.
For example: if a 4-H member turns 14 on December 15, their 4-H age is still 13 years old until the next
4-H year. (The 4-H year runs from October 1to September 30.)

Ages 5-7 Cloverbuds
* Dues: $30/Cloverbud; Project Fees: $5 per project
¢ May only participate in Poultry, Rabbit, Cat, Horseless Horse, and the Cloverbud Projects.
¢ The Cloverbud project is a 4-H discovery project
o Structured curriculum that is fun, hands-on, and discovery-oriented
o All activities are non-competitive

Ages 8-19: Full 4-H Membership
* Dues: $30/Member; Project Fees: $5 per project. Some Projects Have Fees, like Baking/ Cooking
@ MSU - $25; Shooting Sports $40 - Speak with the project leader for more information.
¢ Junior 4-H Member - Members who are 8-13 years old (as of October 1).
¢ Senior 4-H Member - Members who are 14-19 years old (as of October 1)
o Youth who are 19 must be enrolled in high school to participate in 4-H.
e Complete seven (7) activities in the project curriculum book for your project per year
o Projects must be added/dropped by March 1st to compete at Fair
¢ Attend club meetings
o See a complete list of clubs and their descriptions at
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hnew.html
¢ 4-H Enrichment Programs
o 4-H youth can attend 4-H programs such as 4-H Fall Leadership Training (Oct.), MT 4-H Rec
Lab (March), and 4-H Summer Camp (August)

Ages 19 and Older: 4-H Volunteers
* Dues: $10/Volunteer, S30 Background Check covered by 4-H Unlimited Leaders Council the first
time (only lapses if you do not re-enroll year to year)
o Be a 4-H Organizational Leader - organize and lead a club
o Be a Project Leader - oversee members' work and organize workshops in their project area
o Be a Financial Sponsor - monetary support is necessary for supplies, equipment, facilities,
awards, and recognition.
o Be an Event Volunteer - coordinate a county 4-H event, assist with event set-up, judge a
contest, or act as a chaperone.
o Be a Council Officer - serve on the Gallatin County 4-H Unlimited Leaders Council as an
officer.
o Be a Foundation Board Member - serve on the Gallatin County Foundation to support
fundraising efforts and public relations.
o General Support - assist the Extension Office with promotion, Barn Maintenance/ Upkeep, Fair
support, and more.
e Visit our website for more! https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hvolunteers.html (QR
6 Code on page 3 and last page)
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Gallatin County 4-H - 2025-2026 Year at a Glance

October 2025
1 4-H Year Enrollment OPENS
4 MSU Concessions Fundraiser
5-11 National 4-H Week
7 Unlimited Leaders Council (ULC)

meeting

11 MSU Concessions Fundraiser
13 Office Closed (Columbus Day)
23 Newsletter blurbs due
31 Returning 4-H Youth & Volunteer

Re-Enrollment Deadline

November 2025
1 Youth LeadershipApplications Due

(Camp Counselor, Teen Ambassador, Youth
Committee Members)

3 New 4-H Family Orientation

4 ULC meeting

7-9 Montana 4-H Fall Teen Leadership
Training (Butte)

8 MSU Concessions Fundraiser

11 Office Closed (Veteran’s Day)

13 MSU Concessions Fundraiser

15 MSU Concessions Fundraiser

23 Newsletter blurbs due

27-28 Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

27-Dec. 2 National 4-H Congress

30 Club/Committees 1% due

December2025
2 ULC meeting
4 Foundation meeting
12 MSU Concessions Fundraiser
10 Winter 4-H Workshop (TENTATIVE)
14 Club Officer Training (TENTATIVE)
23 Newsletter blurbs due
23-28 Office Closed (Christmas)

January 2026

1 Office Closed (New Years)

6 ULC meeting

8 Foundation Annual Business

Meeting

14 4-H Winter Volunteer Training
Series Session #1

15 4-H Year Enrollment CLOSES -
Last day to add/drop 4-H projects
in ZSuite

19 Office Closed (MLK Day)

21 4-H Winter Volunteer Training
Series Session #2

23 Newsletter blurbs due

28 4-H Winter Volunteer Training
Series Session #3

February 2026
3 ULC meeting
4 4-H Winter Volunteer Training
Series Session #4
13 County Contest Registration DUE
14 Montana 4-H Foundation
Higher Education Scholarships DUE
16 Office Closed (President’s Day)
18 Animal Quality Assurance
Workshop #1 (TENTATIVE)
27 County Communications Day
Contests
28 County Foods Contests (Better Batter
Baking & Stir-Ups Cooking)
23 Newsletter blurbs due

March 2026
1 Fairbook Edits Dueto Office
3 ULC meeting
6-8 Montana 4-H State Shoot
15 Animal Quality Assurance
Workshop #2 (TENTATIVE)
23 Newsletter blurbs due
27-28 MSU Concessions Fundraiser

TBD Montana 4-H Rec Lab

April 2026
1 Gallatin 4-H Foundation
Scholarship Applications DUE
7 ULC meeting
23 Newsletter blurbs due
23 Foundation meeting
30 - May 1 Give Big Fundraiser

May 2026
1 MT 4-H State YouthAward
Applications Due
5 ULC meeting
5-7 Farm Fair
19 Spring 4-H Workshop (TENTATIVE)
23 Newsletter blurbs due
25 Office Closed (Memorial Day)
26 Fair Registration OPENS

June 2026
2 ULC meeting
15 Fair Registration CLOSES
23 Newsletter blurbs due
24 Record Books DUE
25 Foundation meeting

July 2026
3 Office Closed (4 ™ ofluly)
5-7 Montana 4-H Pre-Congress
7 ULC meeting
7-10 Montana 4-H Congress
9-10 4-H Animal Project Interviews
12 4-H Indoor Project Interviews
10-19 Big Sky Country State Fair
23 Newsletter blurbs due

August 2026

1-5 Gallatin 4-H Summer Camp
(TENTATIVE)

6-9 Bozeman Stampede
15 Manhattan Potato Festival
23 Newsletter blurbs due
27 Foundation meeting
TBD 4-H Western Heritage State

Shoot

September 2026
1 ULC meeting
4 Record books DUE for Awards
4 Achievement Journals DUE
7 Office Closed (Labor Day)
23 Newsletter blurbs due
TBD MSU Concession Fundraisers
TBD Montana 4-H Working Ranch

Horse Show
TBD Montana 4-H State Horse
Show
TBD Gallatin 4-H Awards Banquet

Last updated on: 08/22/25



4-H Clubs in Gallatin County

Clarkston Mustangs
Cassandra Mitchell
406-223-0143
cassyih@hotmail.com

Dag Nabids

Monika Johnson
406-579-3211
mijmontana@gmail.com

Belinda Nash
406-570-5585
nashmuffin@aol.com

Ora Et Labora
Ashley Casto
406-586-6134
ajcasto@gmail.com

Tia Mitchell
406-599-5368
talitha.m.mitchell@gmail.com

Dry Creek Teens

Kelly Pavlik

406-600-1013
kelly.pavlik@barnard-inc.com

Gallatin Valley Livestock

Jeff Sposito
406-577-6906
jffsposito9@gmail.com

Gateway Challengers
Jessica Black
406-539-0940
theblacksmail@gmail.com

Hyalite Hawks
NEEDS LEADER

Manhattan Clever Clovers
Sarah Simser

(406) 580-4730
erring@gmail.com

Rebecca Etchison
(406) 595-9600
etch898@yahoo.com

Pass Creek

Cassie Smieja
406-539-3833
smiejahay@latmt.com

Shining Mountaineers

Lindsey Klebenow
406-551-3841
shiningmountaineers@gmail.com

Willow Creek Wranglers
Sam Cavin
406-599-8288
sjcavin@msn.com



mailto:erring@gmail.com
mailto:etch898@yahoo.com

The Importance of Joining a 4-H Club

4-H Clubs are the backbone of the 4-H program! We
highly encourage you to be an active part of a 4-H club
while participating in 4-H activities and events. The entire
family should be attending and participating in club
meetings and activities; however, Clubs are not required.

This is your opportunity to learn about parliamentary

procedure and experience youth in action. You will get
updates on club and county activities and reminders about
deadlines.

Clubs have varying expectations for members and their parents; be sure you know what those
expectations are in your club.

Improve your community!

Every club generally has at least one community service project they complete each year. Members
and their families take pride in seeing the results of this project and enjoy the teamwork required to
complete it.

Have fun!
Games and activities are generally part of every club meeting; clubs will have special fun events
throughout the year.

Meet new friends!
You will truly get to know your fellow members which can create lifelong friendships with entire

families.

Youth/Adult Partnerships!
Members learn to appreciate their fellow 4-H members of all ages, working with them as partners on
a team.

Family Opportunity!
Whole families can be involved in 4-H together. While each member can pursue their own special
interests and set their individual goals.

Fundraising!
Most clubs have at least one fundraiser per year. Members learn that working together toward a
common goal can be fun and fulfilling.

10



Fundraising & Community Service

Why do we fundraise in 4-H?

1. Program Support: Fundraisers help cover the costs of the many programs and activities that make
4-H so impactful. This includes purchasing supplies for science experiments, art projects,
agricultural activities, and more. Without fundraising, many of these valuable programs would not be
possible.

2. Youth Development Opportunities: Fundraising allows us to offer scholarships, grants, and financial
assistance to 4-H members. This ensures that all youth, regardless of their financial situation, can
participate fully in 4-H and take advantage of its opportunities.

3. Community Engagement: Fundraising events are more than just a way to raise money; they are also
a way to engage with the community. These events help raise awareness about 4-H, build community
support, and foster a sense of unity and involvement among members, volunteers, and supporters.

4. Enhanced Experiences: The funds raised go towards enhancing the 4-H experience for all members.
This can include funding for field trips, special guest speakers, advanced training sessions, and
other enrichment activities that provide valuable learning experiences.

5. Volunteer Support: Fundraisers help cover the cost of essential volunteer background screenings,
ensuring a safe and supportive environment for our youth. They also provide funds for basic club
supplies, which are necessary for the smooth operation of club meetings and activities.

6. Recognition and Celebration: Fundraising helps pay for events like the annual awards banquet,
where we celebrate the achievements of our 4-H members and volunteers. This recognition is
important for motivation and morale, highlighting the hard work and dedication of everyone involved.

7. Sustainability: Consistent fundraising efforts ensure the long-term sustainability of 4-H programs.
By generating funds regularly, we can plan ahead, expand our programs, and continue to provide
high-quality experiences for our members year after year.

In addition to fundraisers, community donations play a vital role in supporting 4-H. Local businesses,
organizations, and individuals often contribute to 4-H because they believe in its mission and see the
positive impact it has on youth and the community. These donations can come in the form of monetary
gifts, in-kind donations, or sponsorships for specific events and programs.

Fundraising is an essential part of how 4-H operates and thrives.
While the university and county provide some foundational
support, the diverse and enriching programs that 4-H offers are
made possible through the hard work and generosity of our
community. By participating in fundraisers, you are directly
contributing to the growth and success of 4-H, ensuring that we
can continue to provide valuable opportunities for youth
development and community engagement.

Popa. (2024). Re: University of Florida Extension Service Blogs:
Why Do We Have These Fundraisers?
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2024/11/11/why-do-we-have-
to-do-these-fundraisers/

11
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Why Community Service Matters in 4-H

One of the core goals of 4-H is helping members become engaged, responsible citizens, and a big part
of that journey is giving back through community service. When 4-H members take part in community
service, they not only improve the world around them, but they also gain new skills, build character,
and develop empathy for others. Let’s explore why community service is such an essential part of 4-H
and look at some meaningful project ideas for clubs!

Why Community Service Matters in 4-H
Community service helps 4-H members:
¢ Build Character and Compassion: By helping others, youth learn about the importance of
kindness, empathy, and understanding.
¢ Learn Responsibility and Leadership: Taking on projects —big or small —encourages
responsibility, dependability, and leadership.
¢ Connect with Their Community: Community service projects help 4-H members become active in
their communities and foster a sense of pride and belonging.
¢ Strengthen Skills for the Future: From teamwork to planning and problem-solving, service
projects provide hands-on experience with skills that will benefit them in all aspects of life.

Community service is a rewarding, essential part of 4-H. Through service projects, members not only
support their communities but also grow as individuals, making a positive impact along the way.
Whether it’s planting trees, serving meals, or simply spending time with those who need
companionship, every 4-H member has the power to make a difference. So, get together with your 4-H
club, choose a project, and see the positive impact you can create!

Popa. (2024). Re: University of Florida Extension Service Blogs: Why 4-H Members Should Get Involved
in Community Service (and Ideas to Get Started!)
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2024/11/25/why-4-h-members-should-get-involved-in-
community-service-and-ideas-to-get-started/

/lD/ealge my hama's

fo /arger service
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4-H Projects

$ Every member must enroll in and complete a
minimum of one project per year.

% 4-His based on the Experiential Learning Model. Projects are
hands-on educational activities.

¥ Although members can choose any number of
projects, please encourage them to enroll in a
realistic number of projects that they can

5.
Apply
what was learned
to a similar or
different situation;
practice

Share
reactions,

observations
publicly

complete each year.

$ Project Workshops are conducted by project or
county leaders. These opportunities are created
to enhance and expand the learning
opportunities of 4-H youth. Time and dates vary
throughout the year depending on the project
area. Please check the website and newsletter.

4.
Generalize
to connect the
experience to
real-world
examples

9 There is a huge variety of projects for members to choose from and they can be viewed in the
Clover publication, updated each year at (click on your preferred formatting under the red “Add
to Cart” button): https://www.montana.edu/extension/4h/projects/clover.html

9 Project Requirements: Due to safety concerns, some projects have age limitations. The following
project areas follow different age guidelines:

o Green Horse and Colt-to-Maturity (Horse) - Must be at least 12 years old (and completed
levels 1-3 of Horsemanship)

o Shooting Sports - Must be at least 9 years old (as of October 1) Additional requirements on
some disciplines.

o Cloverbuds - Ages 5-7 (as of October 1) May only participate in Poultry, Rabbit, Cat, Horseless
Horse, and the Cloverbud Projects.

3 Project books are available in the Extension

00000000 Pl.l'l“'hd'm "‘%

BOE

Office. During registration, you pay a fee for
one book per year per project. (Most project
books will be completed in 3 years)

13


https://store.msuextension.org/Products/4-H-Clover-Montana-4-H-Project-Selection-Guide-2023-2024-5173__5173.aspx

Record Keeping

Record keeping is required to complete the 4-H year. Records books and Project Journals are

checked and signed by your Project Leaders before Fair (check the newsletter and calendar for

specific dates). Club Organizational Leaders will sign the "My 4-H Year" prior to the Livestock

and Indoor Interviews Fair each year.

If a member wants to advance to higher levels in a project they must complete the records and

project requirements for that project. Please see Record Book and Project Book Guidelines for

more information.

Green 4-H folders are available to purchase at the Extension Office

to keep your records organized. It is not required to have your

records in one of these specific binders, but they do need to be kept

in some kind of folder and kept organized.

Record books consist of three types of forms:

My 4-H Year Non-Animal Project Animal Project
My 4-H Year Non-Animal Project Journal Animal Project Journal
M MONTANA | exrewmon 44 Yoar & Financial Record *'™™ & Financial Record *'™
This Record Balongs to
Gty
: Yoars In 4H [eeerr— M Movhh rmwm% M MONTANA ‘""'%
Thase are my projects for this year ‘::“M e This Record Belongs to
County
Project Hame
Yo e Pt wy P S My P
My Photo These are my project goals for this year. ) Theess ave: my project godls for this year.
—— e T s st meya ma e omae s e
Did you reach your project goals? - OM you reuch your project gvale?

-Complete one per year
-Focus on club and
extracurricular, non-4- H
project activities

-Complete one per year per
non-animal project

-Record any goals & activities
directly related to your project

-Complete one per year per
animal project

-Record and goals & activities
directly related to your
project
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Helpful Hints for Project Books & Record Book Forms

¢ Take 10 minutes each month to keep them updated.

e Keep a family calendar on which you record ALL activities; use it as a reference when updating

your record books.

¢ Members should take record books to club meetings and project workshops.
e ZSuite is a great online record book option. Check it out at 4h.zsuite.org
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aeb4228db58b9440eb1b278c170d5cbe0%40thread.tacv2/1602704666254?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2209feef0e-5934-4396-8b35-54b37977a2f8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229987c452-112d-4028-b8af-115b8ac4cbe1%22%7d
http://4h.zsuite.org/

**Please note, if you do not attend the required number of workshops in your project area during the
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Completing a 4-H Project:
Record Book and Project Book Guidelines

9 Completing a project is a combination of your record book forms and project books.
¥ The following chart is meant to help you determine what needs to be turned in for each
project to complete a 4-H year or move to the next level of the project in Gallatin County.

Animal Financial Record Book Non-Animal Financial Record
Journal + Workshops* + Book Journal + 7 Activities in
7 Activities in Project Book Project Book
e Beef e Aerospace** e Plant Sciences**
e Dairy Cattle e Cat e Pocket Pets**
e Dog * Citizenship™ e Robotics
. o
e Goat (Dairy or Market) Electricity e Textiles
. H e Entomology** Sewi
orse o Bee Keeping™** ° oewing
* Poultry (Market or Breed/Show) e Foods & Nutrition o Crochet
* Rabbit (Market or Pet/Show) o Baking o Knitting
e Sheep o Cooking o Embroidery**
e Swine o Cake Decorating™* o Quilting
° *k .
Fore§try . e Small Engines**
* Interior Design** « Sport Fishing**
e Leadership* por ) IShing
e Leathercraft * Shooting Sports*
e Livestock Judging e Vet Science*
e Qutdoor Adventures*™ e Vijsual Arts**
e Photography* e Welding**
e Wildlife**
e Woodworking**
*Project has a leader but no workshop requirements to enter
*Workshop requirements vary by species. Please refer ‘:2 exhibit. into Fair when enrglled in the project
to the livestock contract and/or current Fairbook for . No project Ieade.r In Gallatin County 4-H, may be done
specific species requirements. Independently or with a parent.

4-H year, you will not be able to participate in Fair. The number of workshops required to be
completed in a 4-H year differs by project, please refer to the Fairbook,
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hfair.html (under Fair Registration)



https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hfair.html

Criteria for Complete 4-H Record Book Sheets

__ Enrollinand complete at least one project (check project book requirements).

Identify and achieve at least three (3) S.M.A.R.T. goals in “My 4-H Year” AND in the Financial
Project Record Journal(s) for each Project you enroll in.

What are SMART Goals? S - Specific M - Measurable A - Achievable R - Realistic T- Timely

Complete all sections of the “My 4-H Year” journal form, and have your club leader sign it prior
to Project Interviews.

Try to participate in at least three additional learning activities during the 4-H year and record
them in your journal (i.e. speeches, demonstrations, judging, public presentations, etc.).

__ Listany awards and honors received both in 4-H and outside of 4-H.

Complete the “Project and Financial Journal” for each project in which you are enrolled.
(Animal or Non-animal)

—  Ifananimalis owned, keep records for it on the “Financial Animal Journal” according to the
type of project carried (i.e. breeding, market, companion animal, etc.)

___ Youmay include other things to personalize your book (i.e. photos, articles, ribbons,
memorabilia, and personal stories about your 4-H experience).

Criteria for Complete 4-H Project Books

9 Each 4-H project has unique and specific guidelines for What Happens if | Do Not
project completion. Read the Clover project selection Complete My Project?
guide or the beginning of your project book to find out « We aim for youth to self-motivate
more. For most, the following general guidelines apply: to complete a project by offering

o Complete a minimum of seven activities found in the incentives and opportunities to
project book within the 4-H year. succeed.

e |f a projectis not completed
within the appropriate timeframe,
members may retake the project
another year to try to complete it.

* Project books and Project

o Complete the appropriate minimum number of
required and optional activities in each level within at
least three years.

Many will move along more quickly, which is great!

o |f there is no project book, complete a Self- Journals must be complete in
Determined Project Guide available online or from the order to be eligible for county
Extension Office. The project will be completed when 4-H awards and scholarships and
the goals and activities set by the youth are complete. fair participation.
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Public Speaking

4-H has a reputation of producing members that are fluent speakers
and great communicators. Members learn this skill by participating in
their club business meetings, club speeches or demonstrations, Fair
interviews, and county competitions like Communications Day, cooking
Stir Ups and baking Better Batter Baking competitions. Cloverbuds can
begin this tradition with a show and tell at Club meetings and County
Communications Day and entering the Fair.

County Communication Day is held each year, usually in February/March.

Look for dates and resources in the newsletter and online at
https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hevents.html

Market Animal Projects

a 4-H members can sell two (2) animal units at the Big Sky Country State Fair.
All species count for one (1) animal unit, except beef. Beef is two (2) animal
M units. Some additional restrictions may apply, check with your species leader.

R H Please carefully note the possession and tagging deadlines for each species,
Il “ they will be listed in the Market Livestock Contract. These events and
deadlines must be followed to enter the Fair.

Thank You Notes: All members that sell an animal at the Big Sky Country State Fair are expected

to write their buyer(s) a thank you note. You may have the note ready and give it to your buyer at
the livestock sale or send it to them after the Fair.

Market Animal Payments: Your checks will be mailed to the address you used for fair registration.

Checks are not provided until all buyers have paid the bank for the animals. Checks are typically
available in September.

Promotion & Marketing: The Market Livestock Committee asks that market animal exhibitors

contact potential buyers prior to the fair and that they help promote the 4-H/FFA Livestock Sale
which begins Friday evening of the Big Sky Country State Fair.

Quality Assurance: This mandatory training helps ensure that you are providing a high-quality

product to consumers. All 4-H animal project members (except pocket pets) are required to
complete this training once as a junior member (8-13) and again as a senior member (14+) in order
to sell an animal at the Big Sky Country State County State Fair. Families will be contacted by the
Extension Office and/or project committee. Animal Quality Assurance training does not count
toward your project's workshop requirements.
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https://www.montana.edu/extension/gallatin/4hevents.html
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Fair Time

Preparation will reduce stress

$ Keep your record book up-to-date.

$ Work on your project books throughout the year.

§ Practice with your animals - Unruly animals can be asked to leave
Fair.

98 Attend workshops and clinics to get all the information and advice
you can.

98 Read the 4-H Newsletter and 4-H/FFA Fair Book so you
understand rules, policies, and schedules.

Read the Fairbook

8 Copies of the last year's Gallatin County 4-H/FFA Fair Book are
available. The Fair Book is subject to change until the final copy is
published in May/June.

R All schedules and rules are in the Fair Book.

o The 4-H schedule should be referred to for 4-H activities.
$ Be sure you know the dress codes for animal shows.

Fair Entries

§ Fair Registration is TBA, usually, registration opens in May and
closes in June. LATE ENTRIES ARE NOT ACCEPTED.

9 We use ShoWorks/ Fair Software, an online service to collect Fair
registrations. Please call the office if you have questions, and
watch for communications on how to complete your entries.

9 ALL pen and cage numbers will be assigned by the Animal Species
Committee.

8 All indoor entries are judged during project interviews during the
week of the Fair. Please watch for communications on how to sign
up for your interview time.

The Newsletter

Be sure to read the
Gallatin County 4-H
newsletter each month
for information about
state and county 4- H
events and deadlines!

Please call the Gallatin
County Extension
Office if you do not
receive a newsletter
after you enroll. We
send it out as an e-mail
at the beginning of
each month, or you can
access it at:

We want YOU to take
advantage of all there
is todo in 4-H!

£

GROWS HERE


http://gallatin.msuextension.org/4hnewsletters.html
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General Fair Hints

$ There is a huge demand for camping spots on the fairgrounds. Watch for communications
in May, there are separate lists for dry camping and full hookup camping. Please call the
Fairgrounds Office to add your name to the waiting list. 406-582-3270.

% All 4-H members volunteers/adults are issued wristbands. In addition, parking passes are
required for parking in the lot off of Oak St. We will grant one parking pass per family.
Parking in the main lot off of Tamarack does not require a pass.

9 Have Fun! Fair time should be a positive learning experience that all 4-H families and
volunteers enjoy and share.

HEART HANDS HEALTH
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